Math/Stat 415 Section 001: Introduction to Mathematical Statistics

                         MWF, 2:30-3:20pm, 073 Willard  Building

Prerequisite: Math/Stat 414 or 418.               Credits: 3  

Academic Integrity: The Academic Integrity will be observed at all times in this course.

  See detailed policy at www.science.psu.edu/academic/Integrity/index.html
Instructor: Richard Runze Li, Ph.D.              Office: 413 Thomas Building

Phone: 865-1555                                             E-mail: rli@stat.psu.edu

Office Hours: Monday 3:30-4:30pm, Thursday 2:30-3:30pm and Friday 3:30-4:30pm

                       If you are unable to meet during any of these hours, please schedule an 

                       appointment with the instructor for an alternative time. 

Teaching Assistant: TBA                                   Office: 

Phone:                                                                  E-mail: 

Office Hours: 

Textbook: Probability and Statistical Inference, 6th edition, by Robert V. Hogg and Elliot A. Tanis.  Prentice Hall. 

Course:  This course will focus on the theory of mathematical statistics and will be intended for upper level undergraduate math and statistics majors. The primary goals of the course are to learn the theorems of mathematical statistics, to learn applied statistics approaches and to develop theoretic problem-solving skills.

Syllabus: Course material will be covered in Chapt. 6 - 8 and some sections of Chapt. 9. 

Attendance: Attendance to each class meeting is required and beneficial. For each class, you are expected to bring the textbook and a calculator with you. Sign the attendance sheet and be seated at the same place as that you choose at the first class. You are suggested to bring colored pens every class meeting. 

Homework: Problems will be assigned at each class meeting and will be collected weekly. No late homeworks will be accepted except that special difficulties arise, in which case a note from a professional, such as a doctor, is necessary. Missed homeworks will be received a grade of zero. All homeworks are required. To receive credit on homework, you must show all work neatly, clearly label each problem, circle your final answers, and staple the entire assignment together in the correct order with your first and last name printed on every page. (Someone will receive a zero on a homework because (s)he didn't do one of these things and will be very unhappy -- but you were warned!) All homeworks will count as 20% of your final course grade. You are allowed, and indeed encouraged, to work with other students on the homework problems; however, verbatim copying of homework is absolutely forbidden and constitutes a violation of the academic integrity; therefore each student must ultimately produce his or her own homework to be handed in and graded. You are also encouraged to ask the instructor for help on homeworks after you have attempted to solve the problems on your own. After the homeworks are graded, solutions will be posted.   

Exams: There will be two in-class midterm exams, each worth 20% of your course grade; the final exam will be worth 40% of your course grade. All exams are entirely closed-book and closed-notes; calculators should be used during exams. Any questions regarding exam grades should be taken up with the instructor. If a student has a University-approved conflict with any of the exams, (s)he must let the instructor know at least one week before the exam.  A conflict exam will be scheduled to take place just before the regularly scheduled exam.  Make-up exams will be given only when documentation of hospitalization, death in the family, or other emergency is provided  in advance of the regularly-scheduled exam.  Minor illness, such as a cold or sore throat, is not a legitimate reason for missing an exam.  In the rare case that a make-up exam is necessary, the make-up exam must be taken within one week of the regularly-scheduled exam. All the exams are required, and missed exams will be received a grade of zero. 

Course web site: 

The address of the course web site is http://www.stat.psu.edu/~rli/stat415/f03/index.html.  The site, which will be updated regularly, will contain important course information, including homework assignments, exam information, and some solutions. Please check the web site regularly.

Course Exam Schedule: (An additional review session may be scheduled prior to each exam.)
  1st Midterm Exam        Wednesday, October 15                       20.00%                                                                        

  2nd Midterm Exam       Wednesday, November 19                   20.00%

  Final Exam                    Monday, Dec. 15, 2:30-4:20 p.m.        40.00%

                                         (preliminary)                     

  Homework                                                                                  20.00%

  Total                                                                                          100.00%                                                                                     

Note: Students' overall performance in class also plays an important part in evaluation, and this will be based on my subjective judgment, so that the above percentage points are

approximate.

Important University Course Administration Dates: 

 Please note that as a student registered for this course, you are responsible for taking care of certain administrative details before the following university-wide deadlines: 

      Add/Drop Deadline                                   Wednesday, September 10

      Final Exam Conflict Filing Period             Monday-Friday, Oct. 27– Nov. 14

      Late Drop Deadline                                    Wednesday, Nov. 19

